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May Report – Week 2

1. Production for MY 2008/09 winter grains is forecasted to be lower than the previous year. The
most significant decreases in winter grains production are expected in the northern rainfed
governorates, with a heavy impact on historically major producing provinces such as Ninawa
(Figure 1).

2. Cumulative precipitation during the winter grains season remained lower than previous years
and significantly lower than normal. The lack of adequate moisture during the critical planting
and establishment stages of the winter grains crop is the primary cause for lower production in
the northern rainfed governorates (Figure 2).

3. A change analysis conducted on MODIS NDVI time series data showed significant decreases in
crop abundance compared to the 9-Year average, with the northern governorates of Ninawa,
Dahuk, and Arbil showing the most negative impact (Figure 3).

4. A change analysis conducted on AWiFS IRS P-6 NDVI between mid-March 2008 and early-
May 2008 showed large areas of decreasing crop cover predominantly in the central and
southern governorates; this most likely corresponds to winter grains harvesting which typically
begins in mid-April and early-May (Figure 4).
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Table 1: MY 2008/09 Planted Wheat Area by governorate (Million Hectares)

Table 2: MY 2008/09 Planted Barley Area by governorate (Million Hectares)

Data Sources: AWiFS IRS-P6, Quickbird, MODIS imagery. COSIT time series crop statistics. Not Official USDA
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Figure 1: Historical proportions of winter grains production per province.
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Figure 2: Departure from normal AFWA precipitation and temperature data: MY 2008/09 (April 21st to April 30th).
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Figure 3: MODIS NDVI departure from the 9-Year Average: MY 2008/09.
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Figure 4: Map depicting significant change in crop cover between mid-March and early-May (i.e. winter grains harvesting)


